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FROM THE EDITOR’S CHAIR 


This is rather a small number, and for that there are two 
reasons. In the first place, we have had very little material 
submitted and one or two items for which we had asked have 
failed to come to hand. In the second place, we are keeping the 
cost of this issue down so that we can spread ourselves in our next 
issue, for we shall have much to report. 

The Lifou Assembly will be held, as mentioned in Vavae 
Toma’s article, at the end of May and the beginning of June, 
and we shall hope to include an article containing some impressions 
of the Assembly and perhaps the substance of some of the major 
utterances. 

By the time this Journal is in print, the first classes will 
already have been held in the Pacific Theological College, Suva; 
and the Dedication of the College will take place on Thursday, 
9th June, at 3. 30 p.m. At that service, also, the Teaching Staff 
will be inducted. The sermon will be preached by the Rev. D. T. 
Niles. We shall hope to print an account of the service, and of 
the celebrations that will follow. 

All in all, then, we shall hope that our next issue will contain 
much of interest for all who care for the advance of the Gospel 
and for the cause of Christian unity in the Pacific. 

These are exciting times for Christians in the Pacific. A few 
days ago, the Editor was at the Airport of Western Samoa, along 
with the Principal and other members of the teaching staff of the 
Malua Theological College. We were bidding farewell to three 
of our students who were travelling to Suva for the opening of 
Pacific Theological College. As we stood under a tree while the 
Principal offered prayer, our hearts were moved. A few moments 
later, they were airborne! 

May God be with them and all who study with them. May 
God be with their teachers and may they instruct them how to 
explore the Word of life; and may the saying of the Lord Jesus 
be fulfilled in them: “When therefore a teacher of the law has 
become a learner in the kingdom of Heaven, he is like a houser 
holder who can produce from his store, both the new and the old. 
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THE LIFOU ASSEMBLY OF THE PACIFIC CONFERENCE 


OF CHURCHES 

The Eglise Evangelique en Nouvelle-Caleclonie et Aux lies 
Loyaute, the host Church of the above Assembly is looking forward 
to giving hospitality to more than ninety representatives from 
churches, mission boards and other bodies who will be gathered 
in Lifou. 


There will be three flights scheduled to take the delegates 
from Noumea to Lifou. The first one will be on Monday 23rd 
May, second and third on Tuesday 24th. and Wednesday 25th. 
Those who will be scheduled to go by the last two flights will be 
entertained in Noumea, and they will have the opportunity of 
seeing something of the changing conditions in Noumea today. 
The local Arrangements Committee has prepared to have some 
of the delegates during their stay in Lifou to live in the native 
round houses of the people. Every morning before Bible Study, 
they will have morning tea, I guess a sort of Pacific type of heavy 
breakfast, with members of their round houses. This will be a 
better way of planting a living fellowship between the delegates 
and the people of Lifou. 

The Continuation Committee of the Pacific Conference of 
Churches invited Dr. D.T. Niles, General Secretary of the East 
Asia Christian Conference to be the Bible Study Leader at Lifou 
Conference. We in the Pacific, ought to be thankful that he is 
available to undertake this task. We are also grateful to the 
World Council of Churches for their generosity in paying Dr. 
D.T. Niles’ fares to enable him to fulfil this task for the Pacific 
otherwise he would not be able to be with us. We hope that the 
Bible Study will be the backbone of the whole study in Lifou. 
D.T. says that he has nothing to offer beforehand by way of 
preparation for the delegates and that the more he has thought 
about the study at Lifou Conference the more he has felt drawn 
te restrict himself to the four Gospels. He suggests that the 
General theme of the Bible Study will be “WHO IS THIS JESUS? 
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May I again call upon the readers to pray for God's blessing 
on this Assembly— 

the churches as they prepare for it; 
the delegates who will be there; 

the host church making preparations to receive the Ass¬ 
embly; 

those who will be leading the thought of the Assembly; e.g. 
the Chairman - Rt. Rev. Leonard Alafurai 
Bible Study Leader - Dr. D.T. Niles 

Speakers on Education: Miss Marjorie Stewart & Dr. 
Fanaafi Larkin 

Speaker on Stewardship - Mr. Norman Perry & Rev. 
G. Horwell 

Speakers on Custom - Dr. Rusiate Nayacakalon & Rev. 
Bruce Deverell 

Speakers on Marriage - Rev. Kenape Faletoese & Rev. 
Setareki Tuilovoni. 


VAVAE TOMA. 
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ST. PETER’S THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, SIOTA 
BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTORATE 
1965 - 1966 

by Robert Hagesi, Head Student 


The year 1965 was one of the most successful and memorable 
years in the history of our College. I say this because a few 
important events were taking place, which show the running and 
living conditions of the College. 


It was in 1965 that our new chapel was completed and dedi¬ 
cated to the princely apostle St. Peter, instead of St. Luke to 
whom the old chapel here was formerly dedicated. It was in 
1965 that we had a farewell party for three of our students who 
have gone to St. John’s Theological College, Auckland, and to 
St. John the Baptist Theological College, Suva It is, in fact, 
a great joy and pleasure to us all here at Siota, to have these 
three sent overseas for further studies, because this is the second 
time Siota has ever sent students overseas. We look forward to 
seeing them when they return to be our leaders. It was in 1965 
that our electric light was installed. We owe our thanks to the 
Diocese of Erie [U.S.A.] for paying for its installation. As well 
as these things, there were two ordination services held, of six 
priests and six deacons. The former was held at All Saints’ 
Cathedral, Honiara and the latter one in our College chapel. The 
priest ordinands were:— 


The Rev. Ephraim Togoro 
The Rev. Stanley Lobu 
The Rev. William Tarai 
The Rev. Henry Nuntaloa 
The Rev. Benjamin Buko 
The Rev. David Hokoseni 


Raga, New Hebrides. 
Gela, Solomon Islands, 

JJ 55 55 

Malaita „ „ 

Guadalcanar „ 


It was on the 31st October 1965, and before this day, the 
Rector and his assistants of the Cathedral at Honiara, thought it 
would be happiest to celebrate All Saints’ Day at the same time, 
rather than having a separate celebration. So everyone who 
belongs to the Anglican Church at Honiara was asked to practise 
dances, collect money or help in other ways for that occasion, 
to make it more successful. 
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The ?.t. Rev. A.T. Hill, C.M.G.; Lord Bishop of 

Melanesia, his two Assistant Bishops and some Melanesian priests 
were present. About 7. 30. a.m. the service began and ended at 
about 9. 45 a.m. After the service, the Rector and his wife invited 
the Bishops, priests, ordinands, their wives and parents, and all the 
students of Siota for breakfast. While we were having breakfast 
still, dancing began. There were groups of colourful and warlike 
men dancers going in and out of the small Cathedral area. The 
area was, in fact, overcrowded and there were so many dances 
that one could not decide which one was the best. We had the 
feast at 12 o’clock during the interval of thirty minutes, and then 
dancing started again and went on till 4 o‘clock. The day ended 
at 6. 30 p.m. with Evensong. 


It was on the 21st December, being St. Thomas’s Day, that 
the ordination service of deacons was held here at Siota. The 
ordinands were:— 


Daniel Buie 
James Mera 
Gregory Manliwos 
David Leguhono 
Arthur Manigilogilo 

Lonsdale Usumae 


Raga, New Hebrides. 
Aoba, New Hebrides. 
Vanualava, New Hebrides. 
Ysabel, Solomon Islands. 
Malaita, British Solomon 
Islands. 

San Cristival, British Sol¬ 
omon Islands. 


Before this day, the nearby villages were asked to help with 
the puddings and fish if they could. This was because the students’ 
wives with the help of the Mothers’ Union could not make suffi¬ 
cient puddings for everybody. 


4Le Rt. Rev. A.T. Hill arrived the day before, with about 
fifty girls of Bunana Sshool, whom we had invited to come. We 
could not meet and welcome the Bishop as usual, because we were 
in retreat. Some priests on Gela too were present for the ordi¬ 
nation. 


The ordination service began at 7 o’clock and ended at 9 
o‘clock. After the service, we had the feast one hour later in two 
separate houses. It was a great disappointment to have the feast 
thus, due to bad weatlier, but soon we had fine weather again for 
the rest of the day. Immediately after the feast, we students and 
ordinands introduced the programme of entertainment by doing 
a play based on one of Our Lord’s Parables called “THE PRO¬ 
DIGAL SON.” Then dances came on one after another. We 
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ST. PETER’S THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 

ended the day by saying “good-bye” to the Bishop, our visitors, 
new deacons, and students who went home for holidays. 

When those of us who went home for holidays returned in 
January 1966 to our great surprise we found a new member of 
staff with our Acting Warden, and new friends with our old friends, 
who had all arrived before we arrived. Our new priest is the 
Rev. Peter Atkins, who is our Tutor and Chaplain, and our new 
friends are new students. Our new course bes^an on the 24th 
Jan. 1966. 

ORDINATION SERMON PREACHED AT THE CHAPEL OF 
ST. PETER’S COLLEGE, SIOTA, DIOCESE OF MELANESIA, 
ON ST. THOMAS’S DAY 1965. 

By the Rev. B, /. Macdonald Milne, Acting Warden 
THEME: The duty and office of deacon, how needful it is 

for the Church, and the respect in which it should 
be held. 

TEXT; Deacons must be serious, not double-tongued, not 

addicted to much wine, not greedy for gain; they 
must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear 
conscience. And let them also be tested first; 
then if they prove themselves blameless let them 
ser^e as deacons. [I Tim. 3: 8-13] 

You, my brothers, who will be ordained as ministers today, 
have been tested. Today the Bishop will in the name of Christ 
and His Church appoint you to your place in the apostolic mini-^ 
stry of the Church. You will be sharing the same office as 
Stephen, the first martyr of the Christian Church, and Philip the 
deacon-evangelist in whose household were four daughters al)le 
to prophesy and guide the Church. What a noble companv vou 
are entering! 

What then will be your duty and office? It is not easy to 
say exactly what are the duties of a deacon. In the ordination 
service we are told of those duties which a deacon in the Anglican 
Church is commonly expected to carry out: to assist the priest 
in Divine Service, especially when he administers the Holy Corn- 
munion; to read the Bible and to preach; to instruct the young 
people by testing them in their knowledge of the catechism and 
by explaining it to them; to baptize when necessary; and to l:)ring 
to the priest’s attention the sick, weak and poor people of the 
district so that he can arrange for help to be given to them. 
These, then, are the normal duties of a deacon. But we notice 
that a licensed Catechist can do all of these things, including [in 
some places] administering the chalice at Holy Gominunioii^ and 
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reading the Gospel. This is allowed in some parts of the Church 
because of the shortage of deacons. If, however, the functions of 
a deacon can be exercised by others, why is there need for deacons ? 
Why does St. Ignatius of Antioch say: “Reverence the deacons as 
the commandment of God”? It is surely because the Apostolic 
Ministry is a trinity: without the diaconate the Christian idea 
of the ministry would be incomplete. Jesus said: “The first 
shall be last and the last shall be first”; “I am among you as 
as he that serves.” Let him that is great among you be 
as your servant”; “If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet”; “A new 
commandment I give to you, that ye love one another.” 

Here we find the clue to the understanding of the diaconate 
the most noble of the offices, because it is the lowliest. Without 
it the Christian ministry would indeed be unbalanced. We re¬ 
member how originally the apostles fulfilled all the functions of. the 
ministry: they were apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists, elders 
and deacons. They presided at the Eucharist, they baptized, 
they preached, they distributed alms to the poor, they looked 
after the organization of the Church. Then very soon these 
functions were divided up between different orders in the Church, 
although not all these functions were limited to the ordained 
ministry. In many of them laymen shared: indeed, in evangelistic 
work laymen have often been more numerous. But the ordained 
ministry is a gift of God to the Church: the means whereby the 
Ministry of the Spirit is guaranteed to His people. Upon men who 
are ordained to the ministry of the Church rests the responsibility 
for governing and serving, shepherding and counselling, the 
Word and the Sacraments. A minister is one appointed on the 
authority of Christ and of the whole Church to see that the 
ministry of Christ is carried out; whether by himself or the 
members of the Holy Order of Laity, with their particular spiri¬ 
tual gifts. 

And the Ministry is a sign. It is the sign of Christ continu¬ 
ing His work among men - but it is not intended that the clergy 
should be the only ones continuing that work. It is a sign to God’s 
people that Christ’s ministry to the world he loves must be con¬ 
tinued by the members of His Body. Just as the church house is 
a sign that EVERY Christian house should be holy and tlie 
dwelling place of God, so every Christian minister should be a 
sign to God’s people that each of them has a part to play in 
Christ’s ministry to the world. We are all workers together witli 
Him. 

So we see that the Ministry of Bishops, Presbyters or Priests, 
and Deacons expresses the total nature of the ministry: the care 





ORDINATION SERMON 


of all the Churches, the ministry of the Word and Sacraments and 
the service of all. At different times, and in different places, and 
in different parts of the Church, a particular function may be 
carried out by different orders in the Church. In the absence 
of a bishop a priest may have the “care of all the Churches;’’ 
in the absence of a priest a deacon has to baptize; in the absence 
of all ministers a layman may do the same. In many places, a 
priest has to carry out all the deacon’s functions as well as his own. 
But it remains true that the Church, under the guidance of the 
Holy Sprit, gives to each order its normal functions to ensure that 
the full ministry of Christ is understood, expressed and carried 
out. Each man must be esteemed highly for that office to which 
Christ through the Church has called him: the Bishop as Chief 
Shepherd under Christ, the Priest as the normal minister of Word 
and Sacraments, the Deacon as servant of Christ and of Plis Body 
the Church, the Layman as the holy one of God, tlie member qf 
His Body, the representative of Christ among those who do not 
know Him. 

And all this is wonderfully expressed by St. Paul when he 
says: His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for the equipment 
of the saints, for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain the unity of the faith and of the know¬ 
ledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ. 

The great Bishop George Augustus Selwyn had some words 
about the Church in the Pacific which might have been written 
with St. Paul’s passage in mind. He said: “Even in the rhost 
favoured islands there is still something which gives me 
ground to doubt whether the foundation be secure. I do liot 
for a moment doubt the personal faith of thousands of the converts 
of the various mission bodies, but I do doubt whether they are 
“edified” [build up]. . . The only remedy is a Jiative ministry. 
This may be expected to press upwards to higher and holier aims 
with the progress of light and knowledge ...” * * 

Is this happening? Is our native ministry “pressing upwards 
to higher and holier aims”, as it should, if it is indeed the gifft 
of God to his Church in Melanesia? Has the Holy Spirit brought 
light and knowledge into your hearts, so that you may share these 
with God’s people? Have you indeed learnt the lessons of the 
Spirit: humility, gentleness, courage, obedience, speaking the 
truth in love? Have you come to know Him as the Spirit of 
power, love and self-control? It is this same Spirit whose further 
gifts you wall receive for your work through the laving-on-of-liands 
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-but His grace can be received only as we open our hearts to 
Him in faith and love. 

The diaconate is the first step in the ministry. The lowest 
but also the highest, as without it the other orders have no foun¬ 
dation. No Bishop or Priest can act in a Christ-like way unless 
he has first learnt the lessons of the diaconate: how to serve and 
©bey, and be humble in spirit, even when he may hold a position 
of honour, of authority. That is the greatest lesson that your 
time of testing here - testing in body, mind and spirit - has been 
intended to teach you. Your ministry, begun as a deacon, will 
alv/ays be based on what you have learnt in that office and in 
the testing time before. In the Church today the diaconate 
itself is a test - a test to see whether the lessons learnt in our 
life up to this time have been well learnt, and whether we are 
able to undertake duties of the priesthood. Your bishops and 
priests, and the people of God, will be expectant, watchful. God 
Himself, who has called you and equipped you for this work, will 
be watching His servant to see whether he is indeed good and 
faithful. 

There are three things which He and His Church expect 
of you, whatever you may be asked to do, either now or in the 
future. They again were stressed by Bishop Selwyn, the founder 
and father of this Diocese, “true religion, sound learning, and 
useful industry.” May God’s grace so fill you, my brothers, and 
all to whom you shall minister, that these three things may never 
cease from among us. For as St. Paul said to Timothy: Those 
who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves 
and also great confidence in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Sir, 

A question which pastors are often asked is, “Why do 
some Churches forbid the drinking of alcohol?” I myself have 
been often asked this question, and have done my best to answer 
in such a way as to show the evil of drinking. Another question 
asked is, “Did Jesus Christ forbid the drinking of alcohol? ' 
I should be grateful to hear the views of others on these questions 

Yours, 

ALOVAKI MAUI 


Tangintebu Theological College, 
Tarawa, Gilbert Islands. 
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BERT BROWN OF PAPUA 
by Garry Saunders; London: Michael Joseph 

Our first book to-night is Bert Brown of Papua by Garry 
Saunders. The author, a well-known Journalist, travelled 15,000 
miles to meet Bert Brown and to join him in one of his patrols in 
the jungle of Papua-New Guinea. Before he left England he 
felt that all he had ever heard of this missionary from East London 
was incredible, and he says that after he had walked 150 miles 
through violent jungle with him, he would still say it was incre¬ 
dible. The whole story is incredible, the achievements of this 
small, once-shy man, hacking his way through the jungle into 
the hinterland of Papua New Guinea, climate, mosquitos, sore 
feet, malaria, nothing stopping him. The publisher reminds us 
that Bert’s walking patrols through virgin country, so rugged; 
much of it literally defying exploration, are already legendary. 
So, too, is his work in the busy hospital at his base in Moru, but 
his work does not stop there. This amazing man, who grudges 
any time spent in sleep, has also managed to reduce several 
Papuan languages to writing, and to complete a great m^^ny 
translations. With the people’s help, he has improved village 
water systems, cleared tracks through the bush, and tlien to end 
the appalling frustrations of the difficulties of transport, he organ¬ 
ized and worked at the clearing of land for airstrips. It is not 
only a story of great faith and courage, but also of a peopk* 
emerging into a new and worthwhile future. 

The above review of the biography of the Rev. Herbert • • 

Alfred Brown, a missionary of the London Missionary 
Society, was broadcast in an English Book Review fea 
ture from the Radio Station, Apia, by Margaret M, 
Norwood on Friday, 4th March, 1966. 
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THE CHURCH TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW 
J. V. Langmead Casserley 6s. 

“In these days when dead doubts are advertised as the only 
meat for honest men, and those who would prove their pretensions 
to be prophets twist every turn of events into a tedious and pessi¬ 
mistic tragedy, Dr Casserley’s audacious words are as refreshing 
as manna in the wilderness . . . Granted the bomb will not burst, 
Dr Casserley looks forward with an almost gay abandonment to 
two revolutions which he hopes will happen before the century 
ends. . . . This is just the book to put into the hands of every 
Christian, young and old, who has a mind open to things new and 
old ...” Church Times 

THE RIGHT AND THE WRONG 
J. H. Jacques 6s. 

“Mr Jacques has written the best short book on Christian 
ethics that we have recently seen. It carries the analysis onwards 
from society into ideas, in the ethical doctrines which have claimed 
attention in this generation—logical positivism, linguistic analysis, 
existentialism, moral empiricism, situation ethics. He notes their 
strong points as well as their deficiencies. Then he retraces the 
moral tradition of the West, and develops from it a persuasive 
description of the ends which the old natural law doctrine set out 
to achieve.” G. R. DUNSTAN: Crucible. 

PASSION AND MARRIAGE 

Constance Robinson 5s. 

The attitude of the modern world to sex is curiously confused: 
on one hand it regards sex as trivial, even comic, on the other it 
recognizes its power and inclines to regard it as decisive in deter¬ 
mining human motives and actions. The author of this book 
makes no attempt to minimize the power of sex, but she maintains 
that its power is not meant to be dissipated outside marriage: 
the only answer to the ills which now beset mankind sexually is 
monogamous, permanent and faithful marriage. And far from 
this being a negative, stuffy ideal, the author shows how full, 
creative, and exciting it is. Ready July. 

THIS WORLD AND PRAYER 

Sister Edna Mary, Dss.C.S.A. 5s. 

How much is a person to “pray without ceasing’ in the midst 
of a life lived at twentieth-century pressure? The answer that 
Sister Edna Mary gives is that this world and prayer are in fact 
inseparable. It is the world of here and now that God made and 
redeemed; the world which he loves and in which the Christian 
prays. Prayer and other aspects of life in this world continually 
interpenetrate. Ready July. 

S.P.C.K 
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